RODEO GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREEMENT

GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS

Historical Background:  On September 21, 1994 Unocal San Francisco Refinery executed a memorandum of understanding with the community of Rodeo.  Included in the agreement was a commitment from Unocal to contribute $100,000 annually for use by the Rodeo/Bayo Vista Community.  Conoco-Phillips has agreed to continue this policy.

The agreement states the funds must be used for community benefits which may included Educational, Environmental, Recreational, Economic Development, Infrastructure or Community Services, and will benefit the community at large.

Of the annual amount, $20,000 will be reserved each year, leaving $80,000 which may be given out in grants; half ($40,000) in the September cycle and half ($40,000) in the October cycle.  The maximum grant amount for each organization is $10,000 each cycle.  Additional funds may be granted at RMAC discretion.
The applying organization or agency must be operated and organized so that it does not discriminate or give preference on the basis of race, religion, sex, age, national origin or disabilities.

Applicants must be legally incorporated non-profit organizations or be fiscally represented by a legally incorporated non-profit organization, and provide services within the Contra Costa County R-10 service area.

HOW TO APPLY:


Grants will be made semi-annually  -  September cycle and March cycle.  Applications will be accepted during the months of August – September and February – March.  
Grant applications must be delivered to the RMAC or be postmarked by the last working day of September or March.

Applicants must submit 10 copies of each proposal with a cover letter signed by the board officer authorized to sign for the organization.  

APPLICATIONS MUST INCLUDE:


1.  Cover letter signed by the board officer authorized to sign for organization.


2.  Checklist showing documents attached (you may use this list for checklist).


3.  An Internal Revenue Service letter confirming the agency’s tax exempt status.


4.  Rodeo Good Neighbor Agreement application form.


5.  Detailed project budget and 2 quotes for individual items or services over $2,000.


6.  Detailed project plans including timeline.


7.  List of the Board of Directors or Officers of all organizations on application.


8.  Organization budget.

9.  A complete financial statement for the most recent fiscal year and a copy of the organization’s most recent IRS Form 990 (tax return).  If the organization is not required to file a Form 990, then an explanation is required.
REVIEW PROCESS:

1) Grant Application Review

a) The RMAC will collect applications and review for completeness and authenticity.

b) The RMAC may schedule and conduct preliminary interviews with the applicants.  If interviews are scheduled, the meetings will be noticed as public meetings as are all RMAC meetings.

c) Grants will be considered for funding at an RMAC public meeting.  Applicants will be requested to attend the public meetings to address any questions presented by the RMAC.

d) Using the “Grant Application Assessment” form, RMAC Members will each score individual applications using the predetermined criteria:

1) Benefits a large portion of the Rodeo Community. (20 pts)
2) Has Community support. (20 pts)
3) Project will have lasting improvements. (20 pts)
4) Established track record and method of accountability. (20 pts)
5) Consistency with RGNA objectives (20 pts)
6) If prior grant recipient (grants received in Sept 2003 cycle or later), responsiveness to requests for information on project implementation. (20 pts)
If assessed on criteria 1-5, applicants must have a total score of 70 or above on the assessment form to be considered for funding.  If assessed on criteria 1-5, applicants must have a total score of 85.  If a sufficient score is obtained, the RMAC will discuss and vote on the amount to be awarded.
e) Press may be notified of awards by the Chair of the RMAC.

2) Recipients will be requested by the RMAC at project completion or one year from the date of the award, whichever is earlier, to provide a report on project implementation and expenditures. Funds will be requested to be returned if the project is not started within one year.  All unused funds will be requested to be returned.

3) Response to requests for information or lack thereof will be used as an assessment factor in the awarding of future grants.

LIMITATIONS:  

Grants are not allowed for the following:


Religious organizations for religious purposes.


Direct assistance to individuals or businesses.


Political parties or organizations.


Replacing County funding for existing County services and responsibilities.
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